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By SAM MeENIGHT

TAKING a sick day off school
might seem a luxury but for pupils
of ihe Southern Regional Health
School it is a prerequisite to attend.

The board of the South Island-
wide school met in Invercargill on
Friday for an outpost visit but its
principal Chris Parsons said not
nearly enough

existed.

“I¢'s our job to teach these kids
| and to try and give some normality
back to their lives.”

Invercargill was one five centres
with a campus but the school’s net
was spread much wider than that,
Mr Parsons said.

Puplls were taught at the offices,
in the home or at the health-care
provider or through the magic of
the internet, he said.

The Educaiion Ministry-funded
school teaches from year 110 13 and
1o be eligible pupils have to be off
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school for more than 10 days and
supply a medical certificate. * oRFD
Z gtudents have a range of
ailments from glandular fever; |
chronic fatigue and cancer.” f ;

atudents but that could charigé-at:: »
any time, he said. . .amountof
“Our job is to get the kids back -, Deteséary
into a regular school as S0ON, 38 g
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But Board of Trustees chairmart
Chris Bridges said more awarefiess’
of the schoo! was needed. ..
«ast year we had 38 Southland'
students from 20 schools.” 77
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